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THE DRIVING CONDITIONS guitarist NATHAN WARD drags traditional Aussie pub rock screaming into the new
millennium with SHAUN NANCARROW.

Brisbane old school oz rockers The Driving Conditions are nothing if not a band on the rise. In the two or three short
years since their formation, The Driving Conditions have taken their beer-soaked, pub rock sound on tour with everyone
from Jimmy Barnes and The Angels to the Radiators and even performed on TV’s Big Brother Live before a national
audience of 1.5 million, developing a large following down the east coast of Australia in the process. I’m sure all those
bands out there slogging it out in local pubs night after night for several times that length of time would love to know –
what is the band’s secret? 


"Basically I think there are a couple of elements," guitarist Nathan Ward responds. "Three members in the band are
second or third generation musicians and we have had the luxury of growing up in the industry and seeing the mistakes
and success stories our fathers have forged over their own careers. The four of us have grown up listening to the same
kind of music, have a no-bullshit approach and put 100 percent into every single show we’ve played and we also play
music full time for a living and do not have day jobs."


Ward considers the kind of Aussie pub rock that the band purveys to be entrenched in Australian culture. "It’s just that
big, bald Aussie rock thing. If you look at the history of the music, it’s an Australian, English and Scottish slant on blues
music, that’s really where the Australian rock sound has come from.


"My father and uncle were members of bands called Black Feather and Black Circus and knocked around with AC/DC
and Rose Tattoo when they were younger and, when you look back on it, including Stevie Wright and The Easybeats,
they have all come from a Scottish or northern English background and heritage. And all these bands have been blues
based to start off with and for us. That’s our roots and that’s where we’ve come from as well. We haven’t sat down and
conceived an idea ‘lets be an Aussie pub rock band’, it’s just naturally what we do."


Ward sees the band’s upcoming full length, Full Throttle as allowing The Driving Conditions to find their own feet and
voice in the music industry. "It’s probably a touch more melodic than the EP," he says, referring to the band’s first release,
Rock N Roll. "But in saying that, it also still has the raw roots and rock sound we’ve always had."


The band’s upcoming south-east Queensland gigs are to be hosted by TV personality Mike Goldman, who used to kick
around in ‘90s Brisbane act Polish with a few of the band’s members and who previously had the band on Big Brother
Live. Goldman’s assistance, Ward concludes, has been a welcome help to The Driving Conditions’ career.


"It’s fantastic to have allies like Mike." Ward says. "We’ve been really lucky – the music industry is a really cutthroat
industry with a lot of pitfalls for young bands like ourselves. We’ve had our fair share of people fucking us over and it’s
nice to know there are also people in our own corner that back us up like Mike, and our management team as well."


THE DRIVING CONDITIONS play The Sands Tavern, Maroochydore on Thursday Apr 23, supported by Fire Driver and
Mofoisdead; Club 299 on Friday Apr 24 with Dozzie and Mofoisdead; and the Hard Rock Café, Gold Coast on Saturday
Apr 25 with Dozzie and Ben Clayton. Check out www.thedrivingconditions.com for more information.
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