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About Motion Theory

Motion Theory is an alternative rock band made up of four musicians from punk, funk, rock and classical backgrounds.  Formed in 2008 at Durham University, the band has a fan base in Manchester but is now based in London.

Motion Theory has played all over the UK, received regional, national and international recognition and supported Frank Turner, The Holloways and The Telegraphs.
Motion Theory launched a debut EP in 2008 and a debut album ‘featherhead’ in 2009, both supported by UK tours.  ‘Featherhead’ attracted the attention of reviewers from the UK, Europe and the US, and won Manchester Music Unsigned Record of the Week in September 2009 (“this band has all the makings of something special indeed”).  Five Motion Theory songs were entered to the UK Songwriting Contests of 2009 and 2010 – all five were rated as semi-finalists.  
In January 2010 the Manchester Evening News called Motion Theory “Manchester’s reigning head boys of cerebral heavy rock”.  In November 2010 Motion Theory was runner-up in the Northwest Regional Breakout Festival final at the O2 Academy, where the judges called their live performance “excellent”.

In July 2011 Motion Theory launched a new EP, ‘It’s not as dark as that, Friend’, which very quickly got excellent reviews and was given 5 stars and Record of the Month by Manchester Music as well as extensive local and national radio play including BBC Introducing.
Motion Theory Members 
Dom Main  - Vocals / Keyboards   


Jamie Wesley  - Guitars 
James Kerr - Bass 




Will Soutter - Drums
From left: Jamie Wesley, Dom Main, Will Soutter, James Kerr
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Reviews

"Epic qualities with a vast dynamic range...the originality of the band shines through and shows the immense potential waiting to be mined...Motion Theory are definitely a band to watch, their modern progressive sound has huge appeal and they are ripe for discovery. Check them out now! 8/10" 
Dutch Progressive Rock Page, 2 November 2011
"Some astounding song writing, this immense slab of ambitious rock is well worth the wait...magnificent,  eloquent strands of epic, soaring rock...Motion Theory have again, produced something quite magical here."  5 Stars - Manchester Music Unsigned Record of the Month September 2011

"Motion Theory just keep getting better and better...These guys have their own sound and a knack for creating songs that are beautiful and memorable...The professional and tasteful musicianship further emphasizes the fantastic songwriting exemplified throughout...A terrific EP" 
Sea of Tranquility 1 August 2011

"The band have evolved since featherhead, although the influences of bands like Radiohead will likely never disappear completely - and that is not necessarily a bad thing. Maybe a spot at a summer festival would get them some more attention...promoters, why aren't you looking in their direction?"
Progarchives 11 July 2011

"Gig of the week: Motion Theory EP Launch....with guitar solos aplenty, noodley prog-rock excursions and singer Dom Main's glorious theatrics"  Manchester Evening News Citylife, 8 July 2011

"Motion Theory have far more ideas than any band their age and experience should, by right, possess.   The fact that they are able to convincingly put them into practice augurs well for the future. It is hard to pigeonhole the music...but the talent is definitely there."  Dutch Progressive Rock Page, 6 March 2010
"The band's self-funded album 'featherhead', released late last year, announced their arrival as Manchester's reigning head boys of cerebral heavy rock - combining the dense, almost industrial textures of Nine Inch Nails with the expansive, anthemic rock dynamics of Muse and Radiohead." 
Manchester Evening News CityLife Interview, 15 January 2010

"With hints of classical music, Radiohead, Rush, Led Zeppelin, but also Japan and many others, their sound is very eclectic, yet modern progressive....there's more to be expected of this band in the coming years." Progarchives.com - MT added to Crossover Prog Section, November 2009
"The vocals are astoundingly like Brendan Boyd, with a touch of Matt Bellamy.....clear vocal talent from Dom Main...Overall this is clearly a highly talented band who have the potential to do very well, and this album could be ideal to showcase their musical gift." Subba-Cultcha - November 2009

"'Featherhead': a debut album loaded with top notch alt prog rock.....Filled with firing guitar solos, winding melodies and topped off by Dom's knee melting voice.  Motion Theory brings you alternative progressive rock at its best."  Room Thirteen - 30 October 2009
"Technically Motion Theory are on to some really promising ideas and have the competence to see it through....Singer Dom has an impressive range...the guitar and bass work are superb...this band have all the makings of something special indeed."  Manchester Music Record of the Week -  14th September 2009 

Motion Theory 2011 Shows

27 March – Ronnie’s Bar, Macclesfield

31 March – Townhouse, Macclesfield

1 April – Cygnet Club , Congleton

29 May – Crewe Live 2011 Festival (Bank Stage), Crewe

2 July – Rock on the rocks 2011 Festival, Biddulph

8 July – Swan with Two Necks, Macclesfield

9 July – Roadhouse, Manchester

16 July – The Central, Egremont

17 July – The Pack Horse, Seaton
30 October – BoxJam, The Box, Crewe

2 December – The Good Ship, Kilburn

Motion Theory Contact Details:

Manager:  Kay Wesley
Address:

10 Higginson Close, 
Congleton, 
Cheshire 
CW12 3SU
United Kingdom

Email: kay@motiontheoryband.com 
Phone:  01260 280562

Mobile:  07711 459740

For more information, pictures, press clippings, videos, music, and downloads:

www.motiontheoryband.com
Also at

http://www.twitter.com/motiontheory
http://www.facebook.com/motiontheory
Background Information

Motion Theory began in early 2007 at Durham University, has a fan base in Manchester and is now based in London.  The current line-up was formed in May 2008 when the band auditioned for and recruited Dom Main as lead singer.

Just weeks later, the band recorded a demo EP, ‘Sunlight on the Sand’ consisting of 6 tracks.  They recorded it at a college studio and mixed it themselves.  In spite of its rushed production, the EP secured a number of gigs including Manchester Academy 3 for a successful autumn 2008 UK tour, supporting Frank Turner on one date.   

Motion Theory’s 2009 debut album ‘featherhead’, recorded in May 2009, was a step-change in quality of  song writing and performance.   

Motion Theory toured the UK again in August/September 2009 including Leeds, Manchester (Academy and Roadhouse), Liverpool (Zanzibar), London (Windmill) and Newcastle, including supporting The Holloways and The Telegraphs.  The album, although self-produced, received a very positive response from the press, bloggers and live audiences and won Manchester Music Unsigned Record of the Week award on 14 September 2009.  

A January 2010 gig at Manchester’s Roadhouse prompted the Manchester Evening News to crown Motion Theory “Manchester’s reigning head-boys of cerebral heavy rock”.  Motion Theory has been added to the international www.Progarchives.com in the Crossover genre.

In 2010 and 2011 Motion Theory appeared on Silk FM local radio and The Cat local radio in Cheshire, and DJs from  Europe, California and Australia requested copies of ‘featherhead’ to play on their stations.   In August 2010 Motion Theory was talent-spotted invited to play the Cavern Club, Liverpool which led to entry into the Northwest Breakout Festival.  This culminated in a final at the O2 Academy, Liverpool in which Motion Theory were runners-up, their stage presence being called “excellent” by the judges. 
In 2011 Motion Theory overcame the problem of living in 3 different cities by organising writing retreats, the result of which was a new 6-track record for launch in July 2011.

The EP ‘It’s not as dark as that, Friend’ was launched on 9th July 2011 at a gig at Manchester’s Roadhouse that the Manchester Evening News dubbed “Gig of the week” in Manchester.

The EP got rave reviews including being made Record of the Month by Manchester Music and getting played on BBC Introducing.

Background

The members of Motion Theory are each prolific songwriters.  They come from classical music backgrounds and have performed as singers and musicians in a variety of genres at school and beyond.   They entered three songs for the UK Song Writing Contest 2009 and all three reached the semi-finals, including the title track of the album ‘featherhead’.  Two further ‘featherhead’ songs were semi-finalists in 2010.
Dom Main (23), lead vocals, from Shrewsbury, began his musical career playing piano, organ and cello (to Grade 8 standard).  He won a music scholarship and an orchestral playing prize at school.  He has sung in various choirs including currently the Hatfield College Choir in Durham.  
In a gap year in Bangkok Dom conducted choirs, sang in an opera and played keyboards for a covers band.  Dom writes poetry and is the lyricist for Motion Theory.    He organised and played guitar/sang in bi-weekly “acoustic nights” in Cuth’s college bar at Durham University, where he was awarded an MSc in Physics in July 2011.  Dom is now a medical student in London.
Jamie Wesley (24), guitar, from Congleton, also plays piano and clarinet and won both choral and music prizes at school.  In 2005 Jamie won the guitar prize in the Manchester Battle of the Bands.   Jamie graduated in Music from Durham University where he was President of the Music Society of Van Mildert College, and as such was musical director for a number of events/groups in Durham in several genres (choir, cabaret, musical etc.).   Jamie went on to graduate from Oxford with a Master’s Degree in Composition. 
As well as Motion Theory Jamie has played in a number of other ensembles including a covers band and a jazz band, and taught guitar.  His performance skills have also been developed as a trained dancer and amateur actor.  Jamie completed a Masters Degree in Composition at Oxford in 2010 and now lives in London working as a freelance composer and music teacher.
James Kerr (23), bass guitar, from St. Albans, is also a proficient flautist (to Grade 8 standard) and played in several school jazz, samba and classical orchestras.  Since school, he has played in several ska and punk bands (including Lights Out), with degrees of local and regional success, playing venues such as the Camden Underworld and London Astoria.  
James has worked within the music industry and is currently involved in the promotion of live music, promoting rock and dance nights, as well as festivals, in both London and at Durham University. James completed his Masters Degree in History at Durham in 2010 and is now working in the music industry in London.   

Will Soutter (23), drums, from Macclesfield, achieved a distinction in Grade 8 Drums but is also a multi-instrumentalist and has been lead singer in 3 bands as well as playing guitar, bass, keyboards/piano, synthesizers/sound design in various bands.  Will was percussionist in the only school big band invited to Wigan Jazz Festival in 2005.  
Will was a member of Congleton and Cheshire Youth Orchestras and has performed a drum solo at the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester.  He played in Cuth’s big band at Durham and in two other bands – Shadow Puppets and Sykes (who played 2007 Y-Not Festival).  Will was awarded a Masters Degree in Environmental Chemistry at the University of York in September 2011.
Jamie and Will were at school together in Macclesfield (King’s School) and both were in the choir that won the national BBC Songs of Praise School Choir of the Year Award in 2004 (performing at the Royal Albert Hall and Birmingham Symphony Hall).  The same year Jamie and Will’s school rock band, LiC, won the Times National Youth Band of the Year Prize.  
From left: James Kerr, Dom Main, Will Soutter, Jamie Wesley
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Gig List 2008-10
2010

15th January – The Roadhouse, Manchester

16th April – The Box, Crewe

21st July – Moho Live, Manchester

6th August – The Cavern Club, Liverpool

30th September – The Cavern Club, Liverpool

5th November – the O2 Academy, Liverpool

2009

9th May - College of St Hild & St Bede, Durham
12th June - Fishtank, Durham  

13th June - Jam By The Lake Festival, Durham (supporting The Holloways)  

20th June - Cuth's Day, St Cuthbert's Society, Durham 

25th June - Head of Steam, Newcastle 

11th August - Cygnet Club, Congleton 

13th August -Roadhouse, Manchester 

14th August - Primrose, Leeds 

16th August - Windmill, Brixton 

21st August - The Swan with Two Necks, Macclesfield 

2nd September - The Bakers Vaults, Stockport  

4th September - The Trades Club, Hebden Bridge  

15th September - Academy 3, Manchester  

18th September - Dickie Doodles, Kendal  

19th September - The Fletcher Christian Tavern, Cockermouth  

20th September - The Central, Egremont  

23rd September - Joe Publics, Bristol  

25th September - The Box, Crewe  

26th September - The Zanzibar Club, Liverpool  

2008

6th June – Fishtank, Durham

7th June – Jam By the Lake Festival (supporting Frank Turner), Durham

14th June – St Cuthberts Festival, Durham

15th June – St Mary’s Day, Durham

15th June – Walkabout, Durham

17th June – Van Mildert College, Durham

15th September – Hope and Anchor, London

18th September – Academy 3, Manchester

20th September – The Swan with Two Necks, Macclesfield

24th September – Bannermans, Edinburgh

7th October – Van Mildert College, Freshers Week, Durham

11th October – The Dog and Parrot, Newcastle

25th October – Oxjam Festival, Durham

6th November – Durham Students Union, Back to School Night, Durham

27th November – Angel Inn, Durham

20th December – Academy 3, Manchester
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www.motiontheoryband.com        10 Higginson Close, Congleton CW12 3SU   Kay:  07711 459740
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