

Jodie Rocco: Amazing & Fascinating 


By Jason Eisberg

                                               [image: image1.jpg]



What does someone have to do to be an amazing and fascinating person at the same time? While the answer is logically different from person to person, there are a few qualities they should probably have. If I were going to create a list of those qualities, it would look something like this: They should have some talent that separates them from everyone else. They should be able to endure hardships and stand strong in the face of diversity. They should also be a good person at heart. While amazing and fascinating people are rare to find, they do exist. Jodie Rocco is one of those rare, amazing and fascinating people.

Jodie Rocco was born in Cleveland in 1959. She is a twin and 1 of 6 children.  She describes her childhood as being, “an army brat.” She continues, “My father was a career army man. I traveled the world. I probably saw more of the world before I was 16 than most people see in a lifetime.” While she did travel a lot, there was something else that Jodie became known for as she grew up.


Jodie’s parents are both musicians. Her Father would play saxophone flute while her Mother would play piano. From those facts alone, it should become obvious what journey her future would become. To say that she comes from a background in music is an understatement. She knew she always wanted to sing and starting singing professionally when she was in her early teenage years. She recalls, “I didn’t really look 14 at the time. They weren’t supposed to let me in the club. I would get up and sing with the bands. Actually in the clubs it was probably 15 or 16, but I always sang with the bands at special events and things like that.” 


It wasn’t long before Jodie started recording songs. 
The first recording contract she got included, 1 song called “Superman” from Barbra Streisand. It also included 2 songs from Rickie Lee Jones.  She recorded her first record around the time she was 17 or 18 in Germany. It was called, Heart of Mine.  She describes the record as, “having some of the best musicians in Europe on it.” After recording more songs, there was something more exciting around the corner for Jodie’s future.


“In 1984, I was chosen for the World Popular Song Festival as an English singing American singer to represent West Germany.” Some of the past winners include well-known groups like Abba. Jodie Rocco was probably one of the few unknowns who actually got selected. As a result, she won second place. Jodie recalls she didn’t know one thing before she entered, “The contest was fixed. There was no chance that I was going to win anyway.”


After the contest, Jodie went on tour. She brought her whole band with her until about 1985 or 1986. It was around the time she put everything on playback. She recalls, “Everything was on playback except for the lead vocal. I sang live. The music and the backing were on tape.” While touring was exciting for Jodie, she had a firm policy to the people she performed with, “Nobody was allowed to do drugs or drink before getting on stage with me.”  Jodie Rocco’s good values only lead her to an exciting future.


In 1987, the very first American Idol style TV show hit Germany. The show went from city to city and auditioned people. The only rule was that the contestants couldn’t be a professional singer. The host of the show adored Jodie and was willing to bend the rules. While Jodie was professional, she wasn’t as popular as she could have been around that time.  The host of the show held a press conference to defend his choice to have Jodie be on the show.  While Jodie was allowed to be on the show, she couldn’t win. As a result of people voting for her, she won second place.  While some singers would be disappointed they couldn’t win first place and give up, Jodie Rocco kept going with music. It wasn’t long before a group named Milli Vanilli landed in Jodie’s world.


The year after the show was completed was when Jodie Rocco and her twin sister, Linda Rocco became involved with the Milli Vanilli story. Linda lived in Frankfurt and was very big in the music scene there. The same way Jodie Rocco was well known in Munich. As a result, Linda Rocco knew a music producer named Frank Farian. It wasn’t long before Linda Rocco and Jodie Rocco wound up recording background vocals together at Frank Farian’s recording studio. His recording studio was the first ten million dollar digital studio in Europe! While they were recording the backing vocals, Frank Farian heard them and asked them to sing background vocals on a new song he was working on. The song was a little track called, “Girl You Know It’s True.” They sang the female vocals for the song.


The song took off and it should have been an exciting time for Jodie and her sister, Linda. However, the excitement faded when Frank Farian decided to put together a scheme that involved 2 models, Rob Pilatus and Fabrice Morvan lip-syncing to the real vocals done by veteran studio singers. As a result, Jodie and her sister were not allowed to perform live with Milli Vanilli, for fear of the truth being exposed. 


Frank Farian followed up the single with an album by the same name. Once again, he used the same studio vocalists. (This included bringing back Jodie Rocco and Linda Rocco to sing the lead female vocal parts.) Rob and Fabrice never sung a note on the album.


The group became a smash. The amazing music combined with Rob and Fabrice’s dancing turned heads everywhere. Milli Vanilli became the new big thing. They were on the radio. They were on MTV.  It wasn’t long before Milli Vanilli was nominated for a Grammy. While they won the Grammy award, it marked the beginning of the end for Milli Vanilli.


In 1990, Jodie Rocco and Linda Rocco had just finished work on the second Milli Vanilli album. Jodie got a phone call from Rob and Fabrice. She recalls, “They were coming to Las Vegas and I was living here at the time, and they wanted to speak to me about the whole group performing in Rio. “ (Every year in Rio they have a huge musical festival where one billion people around the world watch it!) They decided to hold a meeting at The Mirage hotel. Rob and Fabrice wanted Jodie and Linda to be in the video for the first single off the second album. Jodie recalls, “So basically I was going to fly to Los Angeles and do the video.” The video never saw the light of day. 


The truth about Rob and Fabrice not singing was revealed by Frank Farian. However, Jodie was one of the main people who pushed the issue. As Milli Vanilli got bigger, Frank Farian decided he had more freedom and became sneakier. He hadn’t paid  Jodie and Linda the money they deserved for singing lead female vocals on the Milli Vanilli hit album, Girl You Know It’s True  and the current work they were doing at that time, on the follow up album. At one point, Frank Farian even threatened to make it so Jodie’s sister; Linda wouldn’t be able to find work as a singer in the future. Jodie got into a heated conversation with Frank about the situation and stood up to his threats. As a result, he backed down and went to the press soon after. While that struggle alone would probably be enough to make most singers in Jodie’s spot frustrated and upset with their life, Jodie Rocco survived and learned from it.


Beyond her fascinating story with music, she also has a very diverse personal life. She was married for 13 years and went through a hard divorce. She has 2 daughters, one is 13 years old and the other is 10 years old. She has spent a vast amount of money fighting to see her children. However, her ex husband has spent more to keep her from seeing her kids. She hasn’t seen or spoken to them in almost 5 years! What is worse is, it isn’t with good reason at all. It isn’t like Jodie has a criminal background or anything. In her words, “I don’t even have a traffic ticket. Not even a violation. I’ve never seen the inside of a jail cell. However, money talks.” While Jodie is going through a complex situation, she isn’t the only person going through it. She explains, “It is called parental alienation. They are trying to pass laws to prevent it.”  


Jodie Rocco is currently living in Las Vegas, Nevada, which has been home to her family for many years. She works for Genesis Entertainment. She explains, “They have about 200 different .com websites. I do a lot of the public relations. All the media. It is a very interesting job.” 


While Jodie currently leads a very fast paced life in Las Vegas, she hasn’t turned her back on music. “I would like to do a remix of “Girl You Know It’s True” with my sister and Matt Lamont. He is a platinum selling disc jockey from the U.K.” 


No matter if Jodie Rocco is singing with her amazing voice, standing strong against powerful issues such as parental alienation, or fighting for what she deserves against producers, she never gives up. 


If I take a second look at my list of what makes someone amazing and fascinating, Jodie Rocco certainly measures up.  Her voice alone is clearly her talent that separates her from everyone else. She has endured hardships and stood strong in the face of diversity. No matter if it is with fighting to see her kids or standing up against one of the most powerful producers in Germany, Jodie Rocco never backs down. Lastly, she is a good person at heart. She showed the world her values years ago, when she wouldn’t allow anyone to be drinking or doing drugs before her shows.  She set a good example back then and still does to this day.  However, if you truly want to understand Jodie Rocco, maybe you should read the lyrics to one of the first songs she ever recorded. In the song, “Superman” the lyrics go, “But I am not a bird and I am not a plane I'm superman.” 

Yes Jodie, you certainly are. You are amazing, fascinating and superman. 

