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Biography

Jack Stafford is a travelling protest singer. A sonic cartoonist. A modern-day minstrel, touring the world by bicycle, and singing songs with a message about the times we're living in. He is a renunciate, having given away his possessions and has been nomadic, full-time since August 2009 across Europe, North America and Oceania. He averages 100-150 shows a year, playing couch concerts through thecouchsurfing.com network, ecovillages, barns, farms and other alternative venues

Perpetual motion
In 2009, Jack Stafford gave up his job, house and possessions, and hit the road with only his guitar and bicycle for company. Thanks to the kindness of strangers and the couchsurfing community, he has travelled to over 26 countries playing house concerts along the way. A modern-day minstrel, his distinctive sardonic, social songwriting spreads the message of less. 

“I lived in Amsterdam for the 10 years,” Stafford explained. “And I had a shop there selling the zip-suits that I designed. But I was happiest when on tour so now that’s all I do.” When asked how long he intends to keep touring for he says “as long as I’m still enjoying it. It is a wonderful life, meeting so many characters and seeing so many places. Travelling gives me wings and ideas and there is nothing else like it. I am slowing down though, not playing a show every day, nor planning so far in ahead, just going where the wind blows.”

A song a day
Stafford is a solo act in every sense, booking all the shows himself, as well as writing a song a day even while touring. He is the embodiment of the new music business, where touring is the only way to go. Not worrying about making much money and not selling CDs because he is committed to spreading the renunciate message, but keeping his costs very low.

Stafford’s musical style is ‘sardonic’, distinctly English, and similar in spirit to artists like Ray Davies and Elvis Costello. He has been called a ‘European Bob Dylan’ with lyrical and satirical songs about hating your job, unemployment, hating Woody Allen, IKEA and wind farms. He has supported Supergrass, The Veils, The Rakes, I am Kloot and many more.

