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Christian Pyles’ (CP) new solo album has been

an arduous journey. The culmination of 5 years of
borrowed time squeezed in between making albums
for countless artists, including CP’s own bands Acre
and Ghost Mountain, and notably the swan song
masterpiece ‘A Great Day For A Migraine’ by Jesse
Younan. Then, enduring his father’s passing and
his own nasty bout of cancer, all the while paying

the bills, maintaining his property and caring for

his family.

When that duty had been carried out, sometime in
the wee hours, the important harvest arrived.

Nothing Left To Burn, all songs, written,
performed and recorded by CP himself (he plays
every instrument on it).

Like other astounding ‘artists’ or ‘freaks’ like say;
Jason Faulkner, J Mascis, (Stevie Wonder) who have
at times painted the whole picture themselves, the
result is an emotionally cohesive, deeper and richer
experience than your average studio release. Music
is a language and Pyle has his own distinct dialect.

In one sitting you will meet all his aspects up close
and brutal, delivered intelligently and melodically
with gravelly alt rock swagger.
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The opener ‘Trees and Stone’ and the following

two tracks ‘Wait Son’ and ‘Get Used To It’, seemingly
in a similar groove, are reminiscent of the mood of
Elliot Smith... (Badly Drawn Boy comes to mind).
‘Ray of Your Sunshine’ marks the ascent to the edge
of the water hole as you are lead into the depths

of the album. The achingly no fuss remembrance

of growing up in “School Without Dogs” will haunt
you with it’s sweet melancholy. From there the ride
becomes warped, abstract and just a bit scary.

Nothing Left To Burn will get you. You'll find
yourself humming melodies and busting out lyrical
phrases, not sure of where they came from. Living up
in the hills behind Byron Bay has definitely made this
artist a unique proposition. Now if he can find time
for some sleep Christian Pyle may have something
going for him with this brilliant new solo release.
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