High Country Press Page 1 of 2

Serving Boone, Blowing Rock, Banner Elk, and other towns of the North Carolina High Country | Founded 05-05-05

HOME ABOUT  CLASSIFIEDS ARCHIVES ADVERTISE HIGH COUNTRY MAGAZINE  VISITOR GUIDE

Search I

Perdue Tells State Agencies To Look Harder for Cuts || Read More Top Headlines at HIGHCOUNTRYREPORT.COM

Q?ﬁ“ Pag ;i 4{' Live Music pwt}w Jan 29th d + Swnday Feb 151+
¢ Vel & Saturday ¥
Sk 2. 20 M ] R at S (L - COMMUNITY INTEREST
THINGS 2 KNOW
MOUNTAIN LIVING
LIFT TICKET

peink Sﬁrmw . Sat31 - Bearwallow i e W (5 I “Max Saating s 39 *'-?- STEEl[HS
++ ,+ EVENTS
* CALENDAR

b 52 Diiovwlins Diive, Mﬂmtmu;;;{_-@.}uw Bar Now OPEN! capch chihal oot %« Kickol B:D0pm -
Tropic Culture Delivers Feel-Good 0 = sare
Funky Latin Fusion at Dragonfly
ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Saturday ﬂ (s s U e
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

FEATURED THIS WEEK
BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT ARCHIVES
MENU OF THE WEEK

LATEST REGIONAL HEADLINES:

LHIHASILYANaY

JANUARY 29, 2009 ISSUE

Story by David Brewer

The song “Eliminate The Hate” begins with the
offbeat strum of an acoustic guitar and a cool burst of
muted trumpet before the song’s funky backbeat and

unstoppable riff kick in seconds later. The anthem
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about positive living and tolerance embodies
everything that is Charlotte’s Tropic Culture—an

award-winning nine-piece band that blends pop, rock,

Latin and reggae sounds with flourishes of funk, jazz

and more for a big, danceable sound. SEARCH ARTICLES BY KEYWORD OR AUTHOR »

Award-winning Charlotte-based band Tropic Culture will

bring their Latin-based world dance music to Boone this
This Saturday, January 31, Tropic Culture will Saturday, January 31, when they open for the Solos Unit
perform at the Dragonfly Theater and Pub, opening at the Dragonfly Theater & Pub.
for Winston-Salem hip-hop funk band and High "Food, Fun & Games For The Whole Family™

Country regulars The Solos Unit. The show will begin at 10:00 p.m. and there is a $5 cover.

Led by Puerto Rican-born singer, guitarist and songwriter Alberto Espinosa and including his brother
Jorge and sister Janizel, Tropic Culture’s cross-cultural sound has been taking the Queen City by storm
since the band first formed in mid-2006. By early 2007, the band began turning heads, packing clubs
around Charlotte including the Visulite Theater and the Neighborhood Theater among others while
drawing comparisons to Ozomatli, Manu Chao, Santana and the Dave Matthews Band.
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sound to the Charlotte edition of international band competition Emergenza. The band took top
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honors, moving on to the next round in Columbia, S.C., where they won yet again. The young band’s www.family-billiards.com

run wasn’t over as the nine-piece band won yet again at their third competition in Nashville, Tenn.
Tropic Culture’s extraordinary run through Emergenza ended when the band finished second at the
regional finals in Atlanta, Ga. LOCAL WEATHER FORECAST

“We were really upset because we wanted to go on to Chicago and then Germany,” said percussionist
and violin player Jorge Espinosa, adding that the experience brought the band closer together not only
as musicians, but also as friends.

Although the band didn’t win Emergenza, they weren’t done being recognized for their distinctive
musical stylings. Last year the band won a Charlotte Music Award as the city’s Best Latin Showcase
Artist. Also, their song “It’s Called Love” was included on Creative Loafing magazine’s 2008
compilation CD Homebrew.
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According to Jorge, the band’s growing audiences at their regular live shows in Charlotte have been
nearly as diverse as the band’s music in both age and ethnicity.

“Last year we played just about every weekend in Charlotte,” Jorge said. “[My brother] wants everyone
to dance and have fun so people can get out there and jump around.”

In addition to this Saturday’s show at the Dragonfly with the Solos Unit, Tropic Culture will return to
the High Country for a show at Boone Saloon on April 25.

To hear music by Tropic Culture, click to www.tropicculture.com.

Want To Go?

Date: Saturday, January 31

Time: 10:00 p.m.

Location: Dragonfly Theater & Pub
Cost: $5
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