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Drinmmer Sean J. Kennedy
aind his quariet of jazz
musicians from Momtgomery
Cowaty will perform at the
Kimmel Center, Friday,
March 20, before and after
Winton Marsalfs and the
Lincoln Center Jazx
Orchestra Lake the stage.
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Broadway singing star ldima
Merizel (“Reat, " “Wicked™)
will perform at the Keswick

Theatre, Wednesday,
March 25,
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Montco jazz quartet will bookend
Wynton Marsalis at the Kimmel

By April Olinchak
- Correspondent

irst of all, a little
formula. Sit and
get out a quill.
No, no, no,”
laughed Sean J.
Kennedy of the Sean
J. Kennedy Quartet |
as he broached a down-
to-earth exg‘lanar.ion of
unsung lyrics in jazz.:

“I had my little babies, Ashley
and Juliet, twms ﬁrst kids. I had
this line in my head. ‘Ashley and
Juliet Mommy and Daddy really
love you.’ I put rthythm to that”’
That rhythm became the song
“Ashley and Juliet.”

Kennedy sang the lyrics over
the phone, then vocalized the
song without the lyrics to show
where the words had been and
where they still lingered in the
Teacher that he is, Kennedy
took time to explain how he
develops a song, how he
translates his
thoughts and
emotions into
musical notes that
have just as much
meaning for the -
audience as for .
himself. A song often starts with
a line of lyrics that is stripped
down to rthythm. The lyrics are
lost, but then again, they aren’t
really. If you listen closely, if you
know the story, you can feel the
words, and be enveloped by the
music.

Anyone who wants to be
immersed in an engaging evening
of jazz style storytelling will
delight in SJK4’s performance at
the Kimmel Center’s

Commonwealth Plaza Stage as
part of the “Free at the Kimmel”
series, Friday, March 20, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and again
around 10 p.m., just after the
performance by Wynton Marsalis
and the Lincoln Center Jazz.
Orchestra at Verizon Hall.

The SJK4 concert —
comprising Sean J. Kennedy, of
Ambler, on drums; Erin Stroup,

_of Horsham, on saxophones; John -
. Stenger, of Abington, on piano;
- and Mark Amentt, of Dresher, on
bass — is free to jazz fans and all '
-music lovers. It’s music for the

people.

Jazz snobs will say, ‘if you have
to tell them [the audience], then

~ you’re not doing it right.” It’s

pompous to assume the audience
is going to get what you are
trying to emote to them. You have

‘to get my vibe. I feel obligated to

tell the audience what it [the story
behind the music] is.

“You have to communicate
with the audience. Elton John
engages the
audience. A lot of
jazz concerts don’t
do that. It’s like
shh, listen to how
_ greatIam. Even
- classical
composers tell the story.”

Kennedy’s mastery of
drumming jazz, storytelling and

teaching floats off the sheet music

in his live performances with
SJK4, his albums “Road to
Wailea” and “Queen Anne’s -
Revenge” as well as in his book
“Rock Solid” by Sean J. Kennedy
and Liberty DeVitto, due out May
1, and his more rockin’ album to
be released early this summer
2009.

“There are a lot of jazz snobs .

Kennedy keeps a momentum
that fuels his work, but family
keeps him grounded. “T couldn’t
do anything without the support
of family — my wife, Heather,
and my children, Juliet, Aidan

- and Ashley. It takes time from
* them, even when I’'m with them,

my mind is elsewhere. No big
world tours, unless they can go
with me.”

- Rock music strongly
mﬂuences Kennedy’s music.
Driving to play his last jazz
fesﬁVal, he listened to James -
Brown in the car. He teaches kids
rock drumming. His book teaches
rock drumming.

“I never set out to lead a Jazz
quartet. I tried my hand at
classical; it doesn’t work.
Instrumental jazz seems to stick,

international O C 1] D

Montco’s favorite jazz sons — the Sean J. Kennedy Quartet — will perform
at the Kimmel Center's Commonwealth Plaza Stage, Friday, March 20, from
6:30 to 7:30 p.m. and again around 10 p.m., before and after the Wynton
Marsalis concert with the Lincoln Center Jan Orchestra.

so that’s why I do it.” and appreciate music the way his
Kennedy takes inspiration teacher, Ray Deeley, taught him.

from what his students are “He never put any style of

listening to. music down, the way a lot of
“Nothing against Duke musicians will. I was growing up

Ellington — it’s just not what
kids are listening to,” says

Continued on page 15
Kennedy, who strives to teach sl
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SHOW AND SALE

IN COLIABORATION WI{IH: SOUL

TALKS, TOURS AND SPECIAL
EXHIBITS THROUGHOUI

THE WEEKEND

SALE FEATURING POPULAR
AND RARE ORCHIDS
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Monitco j Jazzmen to perform at Klmmel |

masic pnd DeVito reading the text
et I Ll
mthe " n high school. I was i vl hear a
10 Rush and Led Zeppelin, He tried to cither me or Libesty playing the way
teach me this swing beat, bul | wasn't Alice in Chains or Green Day would
interested. He would tll me 1o bring it play. Then you bear the track again
in. He would lxten to it 2nd would find without the drums and you plag™

mﬂ:hmﬂlhﬂhmmﬁmuu:hm mwﬂmﬁmmm

lhnmush the juzz tooe of the evening. sothe
“"Here, ﬂ'ntnnmmufuﬂswm will only get a taste of the

hed,‘huml&myﬁmdh:nmddm appetizer sampler that is Sean J,

that, .. Ister he would get back around to. Kennedy, but you'll o home

the swing beal or whatever the fesson full on the meal of jarr, SIK4

was. ['ve had a ot of great mosiclans and  classics Hke “Sweetie Pie™ and the all-
teachers teach, but T haven't had oo  you~car-cal platter of drums chat i

teachers like Ray™ "Queen Anne’s = :
%wtwﬁﬁmmg AT R : i IR Fonter tis Friday

For more info please visit

http://www.montgomerynews.com
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