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By Martha T. Moore
USA TODAY

NEW YORK — Every hour Tuesday night, Kenol
Gautier picked up his cellphone and tried to get
through to his sisters in Haiti. On Wednesday after-
Facing adversity: Haitians in Port-au-Prince try to  noon, when he stopped to get some food at BG
get help Tuesday after the earthquake. L'Auberge Creole, in the heart of Brooklyn's Haitian
Compnunity, a call finally came: His sister Michelle
O has a broken leg, Another sister is missing. His
sland nation #iESis
“He was a young guy, like me,” Gautier, 58, said
5 % through tears, “A healthy guy”

‘A phone call from family is what Haitian Ameri-
rawsina phone el from By s W P
Imassive earthquake cut off most contact with their

devastated homeland. E .

= .
¢ cl e “J want to call, but I'm afraid to call,” said Edeline
St. Amand, the restaurant owner, after witnessing “Iwant to call, but I'm afraid to call’: Haitian Americans Edeline St. Amand, right, with daughter Cas-
Gautier’s bad news. She could not reach her moth-  sandra, waits in her Brooklyn, N.Y,, restaurant for any news from Haiti about her mother-in-law.

e Al day, the restaurant’s television was
0 erson o N which showed iimages of the devas=. Tuesday that het father, Frederic, was founddeadin my Sgt, Cassandra St. Amand, 26, home on leave
e B O, e o cry shesaid: * the rubble of their collapsed home in Carrefouy frof, Rorea and helping in her mother’s restaurant.

‘At a barbershop across the street, McKenzy ’Es- family friend Claudia Bonilla said. Hours later came Kenny Val Jean,

23, came to New York a year and

By Aamer Madhani perance: 31, a construction worker, pulled out 3 news that Poitevierls o ocente. Desta- a half ago from Port-au-Prince. He had no news of

USA TODAY B 2 ome card, “I've had this in my pocket meaux, had also been Kilec, s daughters, Ruby, 2, and Allanda, 7 months. “If [
Since last night,” he said. “Nothing is working.” e P G ting here in front of the television ~ had money, | would go there today.”

For University of Texas student Lynn Selby, a pas- Like New York’s Haitian community of 120,000 . watching the news and dialing the numbers of ev- Marilyn Saliba,
sion for Haiti biossomed when she was 10 and her people, Haitian Americans in Florida — some eryone we know” said

, 39, was among those gathered
‘Bonilla, who couldn't reach  with Poitevien. ‘She could not confirm the where-

father's job as an economist required the family to %50,000 — are “in total shock,” said Marleine Bas- _ her parents just north. of Port-au-Prince. abouts of her brother, grandfather and cousin. “I
move there. tien of the Haitian Women of Miami. At such a distance, there wasn't much relatives feel like I am under anesthesia,” she said. “Even |
So it was no surprise to her family when she de- ni Miramar, Fla., more than a dozen Haitian im- could do but worry. They had little communication, when I feel like crying, the tears won't come.”

cided to return to Port-Au-Prince to complete her migrants gathered at the home of Martine Poite- and relief efforts were still being organized. e P SR )
doctoral thesis in anthropology. vien. Few had been able to get word of relatives. Af- “What hurts the most is you can't reach out and Contributing: Aamer Madhani and Oren Dorell in

o e Hfo-aitering experlence,” said her sister _ter hours of frantic dialing,
Lee Selby, who still is waiting to hear from her after [~ -
Taesday’s earthquake. “The thing that was moving
then was the power and spirit of the Haitian people,
despite the adversity they face. | am sure that spirit
is moving her now.”

Poitevien learned late

talk to anybody and make sure they're OK,” said Ar-  McLean, Va.

The State Depart-
ment estimates there
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i are 45,000 Americans s
us. hotline in Haiti. Most are Hai-
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“Haiti Relief, Recovery & Restoration Initiative”

Supporting the Nation of Haiti through the Aslan Project of Ouanaminthe, Haiti

Phase I: “Relief” 

Financial Contributions

(Congregational/Community Appeals  -  Beginning, Jan. 31)

Benefit Concert 
(local and area talent  -  March 20)

*Phase II:“Recovery”
Food Drive 
(non-perishable: rice, corn meal & dry beans)
Medical Supplies Drive 

(band-aids; antiseptic cream; alcohol; Tylenol; gauze; anti-biotic, water purification tablets)

*Phase III: “Restoration”
Shoe Drive; Clothing Drive; Medical Packets; School Supplies; On-Going Monetary Support; Infra-Structure Development 
(Work teams to rebuild; medical clinic; schools; orphanage; wells; churches etc.)

Current Haiti Initiative Partners
Pilgrim Baptist Church; Seacoast Missionary Baptist Association;

Northeast Signature Properties; Lunch Break of Red Bank; Aslan Youth Ministries; Lambda Omega Omega Chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc.; 
Monmouth County Alumnae Chapter, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. and the Pilgrim Community Development Corporation
Make Checks Payable to: Pilgrim Mission Account (Note: Haiti Relief Initiative)
Mail to:  The Haiti Relief Initiative, 172 Shrewsbury Ave, New Jersey 07701
For Further Details, Please Contact Pastor Porter at: 1-732-747-2343
*Dates & Drop-Off Locations To Be Determined                                                                                

