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Tuesday, August 2, 2011

Uganda Surprises

The Lord never ceases to surprise me! This trip to Uganda is just one more example
of His surprising ways. The teaching has gone very well wilh the students listening
well and making good progress. They are perhaps the most enthusiastic learners we
have had yet. They love lo ask questions. It has been fun to leach them, in part
because they come from so many different denominations. We are working with a
group called Impact Ministries and they obviously have a vision to serve pastors who
are nol from their association. | had an opportunity to meet with their leader this
afternoon 1o discuss his vision and to consider whether we can work together in the
future in the training of pastors. As he discussed his passion to train pastors in the
Word he talked about his vision for the effort, describing a process he would like 1o
see. It was almost identical to my vision for training, including decentralizing the
{raining through trainers that are sent out lo various parts of the country. | was
amazed. As | told him what | was doing elsewhere, he immediately saw that it was
what he would like 1o see here. Cearlainly we have much more to learn about each
other but the fulure looks promising. He is already working in nearly half the states in
Uganda, so the potential for training pastors here is great.

Perhaps it is a small thing but our accommodations here have also been a surprise.
Usually spending two weeks in Africa is a bit of a challenge due to the housing and
food. It is usually adequate but tiresome. | was anticipating enduring two weeks during
my training and thinking | would be ready for my own bed and some good American
cooking when | got home. | am sure that is still true but the housing and food have
been very good here. We are actually enjoying our meals. | consider that just one
more of God's gracious gifts to me to prepare me for a litle more austere living in
Kenya next week.

Al
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Thank you for your interest in our ministry! We believe
that biblical and theoclogical training for pastors around
the world is a critical and vital work ta the church worid-
wide. We hope that reading about our experiences will
cause you to calch a vision for this work as well. May
God bless you as you also seek to serve Him where He
has called you.

To Him be the Glory, Al & Edie
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Once inside the terminal we began to have problems. Because she was going home
to Minneapolis and | was going on to Uganda we had different airlines to get boarding
passes with. My flight was 2 hours later than hers so my ticket booth was not open.
We had to sit for two hours before she could go into the area where the eating places Followers
etc, were, She finally went ahead alone and | went to get my boarding pass. | then
found out that my flight would be 2 1/2 hours fate, leaving at 5:30 in the morning
instead of 3 am. This meant | would miss my connecting flight in Nairobi to Uganda.
When | finally got into the terminal and found Edie, | had misunderstood and could not
find my gate. The had told me they put me on ancther flight, but | didn't realize it was
on a later flight from Nairobi to Entebbe, Uganda. When we finally got all that
straightened out | waited with Edie for awhile until her fliight left for MN, and then
waited two more hours until my flight left. | was thankful that | was able to move to an
exit row seat so | had more leg room for the nearly 6 hour flight to Nairobi.

in Nairobi, 1 just missed the original flight to Uganda and had to wait three hours for
the next flight. When | finally checked in and went into the waiting area, they came in
and said the flight would be twe hours late. | had no way to let the peogle in Uganda,
who were to meet me, know any of this. | finally arrived in Entebbe around 5 pm, or
8:30 pm India time. The driver had been at the airport since 9 am and I do not know
who was more glad to see that | had arrived, me or him. He gave me a big hug and
was 50 warm and welcoming that it eased some of the hangover from the day. He
joked that he was worried that he had somehow missed me and “let a big fish” get
away. We drove then about 6 hours to my final destination in Mbale, Uganda, arriving

. around 11 pm, nearly 44 hours after | had gotten up in India. Needless to say | slept
well. t arose still tired but the Lord was with me as | preached this Sunday morning. It
was interesting to me that Edie arrived in Minneapolis about 3 hours before | arrived in
Uganda, which is about half the distance. Again, traveling is part of the cost of
ministry. Thanks for praying for us as we travel as it can sometimes get to me. Praise
God for His abundant grace.

We were blessed with the people here at the service and are expecting a good week
(raining pastors. The service this morning was very dynamic, with lots of singing and
dancing in the African style. The pastor asked how everyone was doing saying, “in
Africa we ask ‘how are everyone's chickens™. We got a laugh out of that. | am staying
in a nice hotel with a beautiful view of the mountains and greenery around here. The
hotel has internet service but it is down today, so | am writing in hopes that it will be up
tomorrow. Maybe, as the Lord wills. If it comes | will write more about the ministry here
as the week goes on.

Al
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Traveling to Uganda

Our time here in Trichy, India has been extremely fruitful. The people has been very
responsive to the teaching Mark and | have presented and the women have loved
what Edie has done with them. We are so thankful. On Thursday | taught on our
identity in Christ from Romans 6-8 and on God's design for marriage. Afterwards there
was a time of testimony from those attending. A couple of the older pastors gave
impassioned responses. One said that in 50 years of hearing preaching at
conferences and elsewhere he had never heard teaching like this. One older man
hugged and kissed me almost in tears as he expressed appreciation for what he had
learned. The people here have treated us like celebrities in spite of our protests. Little
do they know that we are little, unknown people that God has chosen to use to teach
them. We count it such an awesome privilege to serve in this way.

We are investigating whether further training here in the future will be possibie. We do
not just want to do conferences, but wouid like to train nationals to train others. There
may be some real possibilities here as the leaders have contacts in 6 ~ 8 cities an
hour or two surrounding this city. We could train teams here and send them out to

http://alandedie.blogspot.com/ 8/3/201!
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