SOUL MUSIC FINDS ITS WAY IN SEATTLE

Local soul musicians set sights at selling out The Crocodile.

SEATTLE, WA (September 22, 2009): In the city known for Grunge and Indie rock, an unexpectedly soulful scene is emerging.  Soul-trio The BGP and singer-songwriters Carson and Tess Henley are the centerpieces of a burgeoning group of young musicians who are attracting local audiences, and engrafting their eclectic brand of indie-soul into the fabric of the Emerald City’s musical identity.

Both The BGP and the Henley’s will be appearing at Seattle’s famed rock venue The Crocodile on October 20th.  According to B. Ghorley of The BGP, “This show will be a coming-out party for Seattle’s soul scene, in all its various forms.  Over the past few years, there have been isolated soul artists who have had success like Maktub and Leroy Bell.  But we are part of a much larger group of musicians who are interconnected and active.”

The BGP most recently generated buzz when they auditioned for NBC’s “America’s Got Talent,” and were one of the few local acts selected to move on to the Las Vegas round.  Though the band’s audition episode and Las Vegas footage ultimately never aired, they have seen a significant increase in interest due to their involvement with the show (including local radio appearances, and a sellout performance at Tacoma’s Jazzbones), and will tour the entire west coast in November, playing several dates with national touring acts like Ernie Halter.

Since the release of their first EP last year, Carson and Tess Henley have been a fixture at popular Seattle haunts like The Paragon, Amber, and Edgewater Hotel. Tess was recently named the winner of KIRO 97.3 FM’s Best Local Band Contest, and ‘Indie-Music’ dubbed Carson’s record “Green-Eyed Soul” as one of the Top 25 Records of 2008.  Carson and Tess attempt to avoid comparisons to other famous brother-sister duos, like Donny and Marie. “We are definitely individual artists, with very unique sounds”, says Tess, whose smooth Neo-Soul compositions are in direct contrast to her brother’s style of gritty piano driven rock. They both, however, agree that the opportunity to play at “The Croc” is an honor and a rite of passage.

The BGP and the Henley’s represent a sound in Seattle that was formerly thought to be extinct.  However, in the last year several local groups including The BGP, Carson and Tess Henley, Massey Ferguson, Jonathan Kingham, Allen Stone, Mycle Wastman, Doxology, and Solstarr have worked together to create an enthusiastic following, regularly sharing dates together.  Each group presents its own distinct take on the soul genre, including Neo-Soul, Blue-eyed Soul, Modern R&B, and Pop-Soul.  Yet, it’s not their differences that that bond them.  As Carson Henley puts it, “We realize that if one of us succeeds, we all succeed.”

They now set their sights to The Crocodile, hoping to make their mark as past Seattle legends such as Nirvana, Alice in Chains, Death Cab for Cutie, and The Presidents have done.  The only difference: this group of musicians prefers Fender Rhodes to Fender Strat, and Hall & Oates to Lou Reed.  And on October 20th, they plan to provide a refreshing addition to Seattle’s musical tapestry that has been sorely missed.

October 20th, The Crocodile, 21+, 8PM, $8adv/$10door

For more information about this topic, or to schedule an interview with The BGP or Carson and Tess Henley, please contact Michael Henley at # 253-630-1405 or email him at lease@moneysourceinc.com.
