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He writes about life

Corey Smith's dream: To have Willie Nelson hear his songs

By Steve Palisin - The Sun News (04.27.07)

Teaching high school social studies taught Corey Smith something as a country singer-songwriter.

On the road last week for concerts in Alabama and Mississippi, Smith said by phone that teaching for a couple of years in suburban Atlanta after graduating from the University of Georgia kept the symbolism of his own youth in sight.

"I was always around teenagers," he said. "It was a reminder of the process of growing, and challenges to overcome."

Smith, 29, said being in the company of so many smart students gave him "a lot of cues."

"Also, as a teacher, you're motivating them," he said. "You want them to aim high."

Having made music his full-time target, Smith returns to House of Blues Myrtle Beach on Saturday night.

Through the Internet, he has marketed three albums since 2003. "If I Could Do It Again," from "The Good Life," his latest CD, marks his leading iTunes download.

Growing up and still living in Jefferson, a small community near Athens, Ga., Smith liked having "an eclectic scene right down the road."

"It was two completely different worlds next to each other," he said.

His recalled his father, a Southern rock musician, placing a guitar in his hands as a youngster as "the most influential thing in my life."

Raised in the Southern Baptist church, Smith liked singing gospel music.

He said a musical idea will strike him when composing a song, something that evokes an emotion or memory as a starting point.

"I wait to hear the idea," he said. "It's a very spiritual, pseudo-religious sort of thing."

He put lessons from voice and music classes in college to work in nightclubs and realized his love of songwriting and performing.

"The music became my way of trying to give my family an exceptional life," said Smith, who is married with sons, ages 2 and 7 months. "That's a bigger motivating factor than anything."

Smith likes listening to John Mayer and country studio player and songwriter Darryl Scott, whose credits include Sara Evans' chart-topping "Born to Fly" and the Dixie Chicks' "Long Time Gone." His ultimate collaboration would pair him up with Willie Nelson.

"I want him to hear some of my songs," Smith said. "That's my dream."

Smith sees country music as the soundtrack "about real people, stories and hardships, much like the original form of blues."

Using the Internet as an alternative to record labels meshes with Smith's philosophy of wanting as many people as possible to hear his recordings.

He says more independent artists relying on the Web to market themselves will expand people's access to new music.

"I'm not hung up on this issue of people being able to get the music for free," he said. "I'm a writer. I'm an artist. I want to share it with people."



If you go
Who | Corey Smith, with Jason Adamo

When | 9 p.m. Saturday

Where | House of Blues Myrtle Beach, Barefoot Landing, North Myrtle Beach

Tickets | $15 or $20

272-3000 or www.hob.com/myrtlebeach, or www.coreysmith.com
Contact STEVE PALISIN at 444-1764 or spalisin@thesunnews.com.

