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COREY SMITH
Corey Smith was once a social studies teacher at North Gwinnett High School in Suwanee, Ga., but singing and songwriting were always part of his life. 

Growing up among musicians, Smith learned guitar and was performing blues, country and rock tunes as a youngster while also penning tunes and lyrics. But since the release of his 2003 debut disc Undertones, Smith, who’ll appear tonight at Exit/In (8 p.m., 2208 Elliston Place, $12 in advance, $15 at the door, 321-3340) has been making great strides as an artist, and he has put teaching on the back burner as he pursues his career fulltime. 

His songs tend to be both heartfelt and reflective of past experiences rather than just generic outings or fictional scenarios. Such numbers as “Twenty-One” and “In Love with a Memory” talk about making the shift from a carefree college existence to family life, while others discuss everything from the consequences of personal choice (“Drinking Again” and “It’s Over”) to expressions of love and devotion (“In The Mood”). 

A devoted family man, Smith is also becoming a hot property among indie country and rock artists, and is ranked among MySpace’s “Top Artists” as well having several songs frequently downloaded on such sites as iTunes, Rhapsody and Emusic.

