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Crowd expected for Saturday's Corey Smith concert

By Amy Bowers
More than 1,000 tickets have been sold for this weekend's Corey Smith concert in Covington Center Arena.

Smith, who's had more that two-dozen sold out shows this year alone, is a rising star among high school and college age audiences in particular. He will perform Saturday, March 3, with doors opening at 7 p.m. and the show beginning 8 p.m. Smith will take the stage at 9 p.m.

Andalusia's Department of Leisure Services is coordinating the event. Leisure Services director Dwight Mikel describes Smith's sound as a "younger James Taylor," and "somewhat like Buffet."

Smith, who says he pulls his musical style from influences as diverse as gospel, Southern rock and down home country music, said that the thrill of a live performance and receiving feedback from his audience rivals the satisfaction he receives from writing music that touches people.

"It's hard for me to say what my favorite part of the process is," he said. "First and foremost, I'm a songwriter and I've been doing a lot of producing but it's a great thing to sing a love song that makes people cry and then have them sing along reminiscing about their college days and dancing to a drinking song."

A 28 year-old former teacher, Smith said that he was content with his life before music but is happy to take success as it comes.

"Every day that my career continues is a blessing," he said. "Ten years from now, I'd love to be writing songs that move my audience, but if it ended tomorrow, I'd just look back and think 'Wow, look what happened to me."

Judging by the growth of his regional popularity, Smith has no reason to expect to return to the classroom any time soon.

He has nearly 2 million MySpace plays and more than 35,000 MySpace friends. He is consistently ranked among MySpace's "Top Artists."

With three albums under his belt and another in the works, he has sold more than 100,000 songs online in the past 10 months, 60,000 through iTunes.

Word about his heartfelt songs and captivating live performances has spread quickly and Corey is in high demand across the southeast, leading him to sell out more than 50 shows in 2006.

Unlike many mainstream artists who see the web as being bad for business, Smith considers the internet a valuable tool for musicians seeking an audience.

"The CD is a promotional tool for me," he said. "The internet, allowing people to download my music, has opened up a much wider audience for me. It allows artists to network with fans like never before and brings people to shows."

Smith said that he likes the idea of being able to log on and let hundreds of friends know where he's going to be the next day.

Tickets, $10, $12 and$14, may be purchased at Andalusia City Hall or online at www.cityofandalusia.com.

