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Gainesville's 3rd Stone includes, from left, singer/guitarist Wester Joseph, guitarist Anthony Kavouklis and singer/percussionist Jose Rosado. 

There's a great spread of local talent this week and lots of different artists, genres and venues to fill any musical need. It's nice to see the scene alive and well during the typically slow summer, and hopefully this week can be the pace car for the coming months.

Getting things started tonight at the Backstage Lounge is 3rd Stone, the blues, funk and fusion band fresh off of its performance at the Phillips Center for Performing Arts in March with the Original Wailers. The buzz on this band is their 12-year-old guitar player, Anthony Kavouklis, who famously shared the stage with blues legend Buddy Guy in 2006. But this is a great band from top to bottom.

Wester Joseph, 3rd Stone's lead vocalist and guitarist, is a true veteran of the Gainesville music scene and has played with a number of bands to great success. He is an immensely talented player often conjuring Jimi Hendrix during performances while he plays behind his head or with his teeth. He's a lefty too. And the band also has a great rhythm section led by Eli Collins on bass and Sean McGuire on drums. These guys have a lot of game and are a lot of fun to watch live. Any fan of good rock n' roll should make it a point to go see them.

Also tonight, 1982 Bar will host a hip-hop show featuring such locals as DP and Scum of The Earth, a deejay and MC duo, and One Point Zero with DJ SpinTom. Hip-hop shows are a rarity in Gainesville but venues seem to be coming around to the idea, and artists, especially the ones in this group, are starting to surface and bring hip-hop out of the basement.

Friday night at Brophy's Irish Pub, rock 'n' rollers The Righteous Kind will be playing a free concert. In celebration of the band's second year on the job, the show will be dedicated completely to their fans and will be done in three separate sets.

Just down the street at Common Grounds will be Moodhosa rocking some of their new material fresh from the studio. Moodhosa took a two month layoff to do some recording, so this show will be a chance for fans to hear the new material for the first time. Joining them on stage will be the indie/folk band Paxico Via Mexico and newcomers The Footlights.

The French Paradox, a synth-driven three-piece featuring members of The Epicureans and The Quadrophones will lead a show at The Kickstand on Friday that also will feature The Dust Congress and Squirrel Pool. The Kickstand has become a great venue for local artists and inspires a house-party vibe, so donate to a local organization and see a show.

Saturday night at Market Street Pub check out Boss Lady and The Company, one of Gainesville's best reggae-soul bands, and the Orlando-based Savi Fernandez Band. Also Saturday, Common Grounds will host an alt-country line-up consisting of the female three-piece The Ones to Blame, The Wooden and Have Gun Will Travel.

If you make it to Tuesday, be sure to catch Charity and The Mystery Books in the Acoustic Tuesdays show at the Civic Media Center. This is only the second week of the newly scheduled series sponsored by No Idea Records.

Contact Dante Lima at danticus@ufl.edu.
